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Katrina victims get a helping
hand from WUSTL students
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR

Hurricane Katrina slammed the Gulf Coast in
August, killing at least 1,422 people and causing
more than $75 million in damage.
Many Southerners who escaped Katrina's wrath
have been returning to assess what is left of their
homes and businesses. Though nothing can bring
back what has been lost, thousands of volunteers have
been doing what they can to ease residents' pain.
More than 200 WUSTL students did just that over
spring break. They traveled to Louisiana, Mississippi
and Alabama to clear trash, repair homes, prepare
food and provide some measure of support to those
hardest hit.
"The experience was incredible," said junior Ra-

chel Voss, who worked with Lutheran Campus Ministry in Bayou La Batra, Ala. "We were definitely challenged by the construction, which included measuring, cutting and hanging plywood walls, attaching
trim and installing doors. But, I learned a lot about
construction, and the family (being helped) was very
appreciative of us being there.
"By the end of the week, we didn't want to leave.
Everyone cried when we departed, including the
owner of the house. It was, by far, the most meaningful and inspirational spring break I have had."
Students traveled in seven groups, loosely coordinated by the University's Community Service Program. The groups were the Catholic Student Center;
Overflow, the ministry of Campus Crusade for
See Students, Page 6

Sophomore Ray Deng (left) and Eric Sinn, brother of WUSTL sophomore Brian Sinn, remove garbage from a house in New Orleans
during a spring-break trip to assist victims of Hurricane Katrina.

'Bad' cholesterol lowered
significantly by sterol pills
BY JIM DRYDEN

On guard! Diana Gualdoni (right), business manager in cell biology in the School of Medicine,
and Peter Fan of Parking and Transportation Services participate in the Rape Aggression Defense
Systems for Women (R.A.D.) course Feb. 27 at West Campus. Sponsored by the Office of Career
Development and the WUSTL Police Department, the class is taught by certified R.A.D. instructors
— Sgt. Gwen Patton of WUSTL police and Stacey Spruiel, coordinator of field instruction in the
George Warren Brown School of Social Work. The R.A.D. system, taught in more than 40 states
and Canada, features easy-to-leam, effective defense techniques. The next session of four onceper-week classes will begin April 1. For more information, call 935-6347.

A pill containing plant subrtstances called sterols can help
lower cholesterol, according to
researchers at the School of Medicine.
The researchers studied patients who already were eating a
heart-healthy diet and taking
statin drugs to control cholesterol.
The addition of plant sterols
helped further lower total cholesterol and contributed to a nearly
10 percent reduction in low-density lipoprotein (LDL) cholesterol,
the so-called "bad" cholesterol.
Results of the study were published in the American Journal of
Cardiology.
The National Cholesterol Education Program recommends that
those with elevated cholesterol eat
foods containing plant sterols as a
way to lower cardiovascular risk,
but many sterol-containing foods
are inconvenient for some patients.
Structurally similar to cholesterol, plant sterols can reduce the
absorption of cholesterol in the
gut by competing with cholesterol
to get absorbed and transported
into the body. When consumed in
the diet, sterols are known to
lower cholesterol levels, but sterols
are not readily absorbed in the intestine unless they have been dissolved in something that the intestine can easily absorb.

Because sterols are not watersoluble, past strategies have involved dissolving them in fat.
Most sterol-containing foods
studied so far have been brands of
margarine. Studies have found
that a daily intake of one or two
tablespoons of sterol-containing
margarine
could significandy lower
LDL cholesterol. Some
juices and puddings also contain plant
sterols.
"One probGoldberg
lem is many of
our patients already have lowered their intake of
fats and calories and don't use
products like margarine on a regular basis," said Anne Carol Goldberg, M.D., lead author of the new
study and associate professor of
medicine. "In addition, many of
these people eat out regularly, and
they can't easily take a particular
brand of margarine to a restaurant."
To deliver the sterols in pill
form, the plant compounds were
combined with a substance called
lecithin and compressed into
tablets. When mixed with lecithin,
the normally insoluble sterols are
able to dissolve in water and get
absorbed in the intestine.
See Pills, Page 5

Tell a story: Teaching science should have
a narrative component, Goodenough says Gass to discuss the power of
BY TONY FITZPATRICK

There is a good story behind science, but no one is telling it in
American classrooms.
According to Ursula Goodenough, Ph.D., professor of biology
in Arts & Sciences, science continues to be taught from K-12 to the
college and university levels, in
fragmented, incoherent bits and
pieces rather than a coherent narrative, a history of nature.
"What's totally lacking in the
teaching of science is what I call a
history of nature, what happened
from the Big Bang on," Goodenough said. "In the past few
decades, the history of nature has

Goodenough

really come together as an integrative story,
with theories of
the Big Bang,
plate tectonics
and advances in
understanding
biological
evolution all
tying the story

together.
"Studies have shown that humans learn best when information
is packaged in the form of a story.
But the historical sciences — cosmology, evolutionary biology and
earth science — exist independendy in their own domains. There

is no linkage."
Over the past year, Goodenough joined five other distinguished scientists in a review of
the 50 state science standards for a
project funded by the Fordham
Foundation. She said roughly half
of the states failed, and another 20
percent graded out as "C."
"What we found was troubling,
both as parents and as scientists,"
she said. "Only 19 states have produced standards that we would regard as meritorious — as parents,
we would be satisfied to have our
children educated in such contexts
— while 16 were highly flawed
and 15 were flat-out unacceptable.
See Science, Page 6

metaphor for Assembly Series
BY NADEE GUNASENA

Celebrated fiction writer and
essayist William H. Gass,
Ph.D., the David May Distinguished University Professor Emeritus in the Humanities in Arts &
Sciences, will present the John
and Penelope Biggs Residency in
the Classics Lecture for the Assembly Series at 4 p.m. March 30
in Graham Chapel.
The lecture, tided "Metaphor," will explore the true
essence of metaphors and their

connection to
language and
creativity.
A writer
i
*S*
and philosopher, Gass is
well-known
for his experimentation
Gass
with fiction's
many forms
during his 40-year career.
He often writes metafiction
— stories that address the deSee Gass, Page 6
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Templeton awarded FulbrightIsrael Distinguished Chair
BY TONY FITZPATRICK

Alan R. Templeton, Ph.D., the
Charles Rebstock Professor
of biology in Arts & Sciences, has been awarded the Fulbright-Israel Distinguished Chair
and will begin his six-month
assignment Feb. 1.
There are Fulbright Distinguished Chair Programs offered
in 18 countries. Templeton's is the
only such chair in all of the natural sciences and engineering for
Israel. Candidates need to be senior scholars with a significant
publication and teaching record.
Templeton said he will spend
the six months primarily in Haifa,
where he will split time between
the Rappaport Research Institute
— a medical center that is part of
the prestigious School of Medicine of the Technion, housing Israel's two recent Nobel laureates
— and the University of Haifa.
He will also travel around Israel,
presenting seminars at various
universities.
"I feel greatly honored to have
won this award," Templeton said.
"In Haifa, I will teach a course in
population genetics that will emphasize its application to human
genetic epidemiology, so it will be
attended by both graduate students and faculty from the Institute of Evolution at the University
of Haifa and the Rappaport Institute. I will also do research with
two Israeli collaborators."
Templeton is a renowned population and evolutionary biologist
who has analyzed the genomes of
many different species to better
understand their evolution and
survival. He joined the WUSTL
faculty in 1977 and served as head
of the Evolutionary and Population Biology Program in the Division of Biological Sciences in
1984-1992 and in 1997-98.
"This is a very prestigious
award to Alan," said Ralph S.
Quatrano, Ph.D., the Spencer T
Olin Professor and chair of the
Department of Biology. "There is
no one more deserving of this

level of recognition for his outstanding research and insights
into complex and significant
problems.
"The range of his expertise
and contributions is truly remarkable. Furthermore, he is an
outstanding teacher and dedicated contributor to the life of our
department and University. We
are all proud of Alan for being
recognized with this award of the
Fulbright Distinguished Chair."
Templeton's contributions to
the controversy of recent human
evolution include dashing the
popular "Eve Theory" because of
flaws he detected in researchers'
1987 computer analyses.
In 1998, he published a paper
in American
Anthropologist
that explained
humans as one
race, instead of
a species with
subdivisions, or
races. His study
showed that,
among people
Templeton
now categorized by race,
everyone shares about 85 percent
of humanity's store of genetic
variation. The remaining 15 percent of variation is not enough
difference to separate people into
races.
Most recently, Templeton has
provided a new, more robust
analysis of recently derived human gene trees that shows three
distinct major waves of human
migration out of Africa instead of
just two, and statistically refutes
— strongly — the "Out of Africa"
replacement theory.
That theory holds that populations of Homo sapiens left Africa
100,000 years ago and wiped out
existing populations of humans.
Templeton has shown that the
African populations interbred
with the Eurasian populations.
In Israel, Templeton will continue his ongoing collaboration
with Leon Blaustein, Ph.D., at the
University of Haifa on the conser-

vation genetics of the endangered fire salamander, Salamandra salamandra infraimmaculata.
According to Templeton, amphibians are declining worldwide, and the situation is even
more acute in Israel.
Of the seven amphibian
species present in Israel at the
time of the founding of the
state, one is extinct and four of
the six remaining are listed as
endangered, presumably due to
reductions in habitat and habitat quality. One of these endangered amphibians is the fire salamander.
Templeton will also collaborate with Karl Skorecki, M.D.,
director of the Rappaport Research Institute on Metabolic
Syndrome (MS), a cluster of risk
factors for cardiovascular disease
that include obesity, atherogenic
dyslipidemia, elevated blood
pressure and insulin resistance.
MS is a complex trait that is influenced by both environmental
and multiple hereditary factors.
Recently, a large family study
suggested a causal relation between a novel mutation identified for a particular transfer
RNA encoded in the mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) and MS.
MtDNA is maternally inherited
in humans, so this mutation was
associated with a clustering of
individuals suffering from MS
along a specific maternal lineage.
Templeton will collaborate
with Skorecki on an investigation of the relationship between
mtDNA mutations and MS in
the Druze, a closed tribal society
with a closed mating system and
extremely large pedigrees.
This analysis will be greatly
facilitated by the large kindred
sizes, the distribution of mtDNA
lineages among different paternally defined clans, the mating
patterns and family structures of
the Druze communities of
northern Israel, and the strong
interest of the Druze population
itself to participate in such a research project, Templeton said.

Graduate students to present research at symposium
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR

Now in its 11th year, the Graduate Student Research Symposium will be held from 1-4 p.m.
April 1 in Uncas A. Whitaker Hall
for Biomedical Engineering.
The symposium, which is open
to the WUSTL community, provides graduate students with an
opportunity to present their work
to a broad audience of diverse academic backgrounds.
The ability to explain one's
work to a variety of people outside
a particular field of expertise is
vital to any career.
The symposium provides students with the ideal opportunity
to practice and polish communi-

cation skills.
"I hope this event will help
graduate students to get to the
crux of the problems that they are
working on and successfully explain those problems to others in a
simplified way without the associated subject-specific jargons," said
Shrinivas Venkataraman, co-chair
of the Graduate Research Symposium Committee, along with fellow graduate student Suzanne
Pritzker. "Multidisciplinary has become the*buzzword, and it can be
achieved only if a researcher can
make others understand what he
or she is doing."
The event aims to enhance the
professional development of graduate students. The first sympo-

Volunteers sought for Faculty Associates Program
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR

The Office of Residential Life is
seeking faculty members to join
the Faculty Associates Program.
The program is designed to
provide opportunities for facultystudent interaction outside the
classroom setting. Associates are
faculty members who agree to
work with resident advisers and a
floor of about 50 first-year students in a residential college during the academic year.
The faculty associate's involvement with floor members is intended to accomplish several goals,
including:
• providing undergraduate
residents with role models and
mentors;

• encouraging residents' use of
faculty as resources for information and advising;
• increasing understanding of
faculty and student life at the University; and
• providing faculty with more
informal contact with students.
Interested faculty members are
being invited to attend one of two
information sessions — from
3:30-4:30 p.m. March 27 or 8-9
a.m. March 28 — both at Whittemore House. An RSVP to Chloe
Risto at chloe_risto@wusd.edu is
requested.
For questions about the program itself, call Jill Stratton, assistant dean of students and coordinator of the Faculty Associates
Program, at 935-7576.

sium had 19 presenters in three
categories. Last year, more than 70
participants presented work in five
categories: humanities, engineering, professional degree programs,
sciences and social sciences.
The symposium's development
has been fostered since its inception by Robert E. Thach, Ph.D.,
dean of the Graduate School of
Arts & Sciences, and Elaine P.
Berland, Ph.D., associate dean of
the graduate school.
The symposium provides a
unique forum for interaction
among students and faculty across
the University, encouraging graduate students to mingle with other
students, to share their experiences
and to learn about ongoing research outside of their specific disciplines.
In past years, graduate students
from a variety of fields have presented research through posters,
computer displays and audio-visual materials.
The presentations are judged
by members of the University
community, who award three cash
prizes in each of the five categories
based on students' abilities to present their work to a broad audience.
The symposium is sponsored
by the Graduate Student Senate of
Arts & Sciences, the Graduate Professional Council, the Association
of Graduate Engineering Students
and the Graduate School of Arts 8c
Sciences.
For more information, go online to artsci.wustl.edu/~gss/research
_symposiumlindex2006.html.

Rolling OUt the red Carpet With April looming, hundreds
of prospective students from the Class of 2010 will soon be at
the University to learn about the school through various onand off-campus activities as part of the 14th annual April
Welcome, including tours (such as the one above). They can
also room with a current student in a residence hall, sit in on
classes, talk with faculty, attend meetings and social activities
sponsored by numerous student organizations and sample the
area's entertainment and cultural attractions. The undergraduate schools will offer special tours of their facilities.

'Global Feminisms' conference
to be held here March 30-April 1
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR

The University will host an
international conference titled
"Global Feminisms: The Role of
Women in Building States and
Societies" March 30-April 1.
The conference will bring together an interdisciplinary group
of scholars — from as far away as
Europe, Africa, South America,
South Asia and the Caribbean —
to spotlight the role of women,
feminism and feminists in building and rebuilding states and societies in many different parts of
the world. Disciplines such as psychology, sociology, law, theology
and anthropology will be represented.
The conference is free and
open to members of the WUSTL
community.
"By bringing together a variety
of feminist perspectives, the conference will explore historically
and culturally specific ways women around the world reconfigure power relations and resist
domination not necessarily from
men but from globalization, capitalism and forms of violence," said
Shanti Parikh, Ph.D., assistant
professor of anthropology and
African and African American
Studies, both in Arts & Sciences,
and a conference organizer.
Co-organizers are Mary Ann
Dzuback, Ph.D., associate professor of education in Arts 8c Sciences, and Priscilla Stone, Ph.D.,
executive director of international
programs in Arts 8c Sciences.
Sponsors include Women and
Gender Studies, International and
Area Studies and the Center for
Joint Projects in the Humanities
and Social Sciences, all in Arts 8c
Sciences.
Parikh hopes the conference
will illuminate three questions:
• How do women figure into
society and nation-building projects?
• What are women's roles in
restructuring and redefining
power, especially patriarchal
power, and culture in increasingly

diverse societies?
• What role does feminism
play in these processes, and how
are feminisms articulated in different contexts?
"Problems today are no longer
confined to regions or countries
but have an impact on the global
community and global politics,"
Parikh said. "As capitalism and violence emerge as key forms of
governance in the 21st century,
women have become more marginalized from centers of power
and global decision-making.
"Simultaneously, women's
bodies have become sites for aggression between groups and crucial for a cheap, disposable work
force. Yet women are not just victims to globalization and capitalism; they are creating new ways of
negotiating their positions."
She added, "This conference
intends to highlight various ways
women of different socioeconomic statuses, ethnicities and roles
actively rebuild societies and
states in often unrecognized
ways."
Presenters on three different
panels — "Feminism and Government"; "Conflict, Gender Violence and Memory in Social and
State Reconstruction"; and "Feminism, Citizenship and Diversity:
Feminist Contributions to Cultural and Political Conflict and
Resolution" — will offer empirical data from their research projects, situated in specific areas and
specific contexts.
"We want to stimulate dialogue about how to incorporate
international issues on gender
into the curriculum, student life
and student learning, as well as
into our own work," Parikh said.
"To keep the University relevant
in today's world, the conference
organizers recognize that we need
to more aggressively highlight
critical gender analysis in International Studies and global dynamics and inequalities in Gender and
Women's Studies."
For more information and a
schedule, call 935-5102.
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School of Medicine Update
Investigational approach to
AIDS treatment may allow
patients to clear all HIV
BY MICHAEL

C. PURDY

Clinicians who care for patients infected with HIV are
testing a new set of experimental treatments that may eliminate the hidden copies of the
virus that previously have made a
cure unattainable.
AIDS treatment centers, including the AIDS Clinical Trials
Unit (ACTU) at the School of
Medicine, are participating in the
trial, which is recruiting people
infected with HIV who have not
yet begun taking anti-HIV treatments.
Treatments based on combinations of several different AIDS
drugs have already transformed
the immune deficiency caused by
HIV from a fatal disorder into a
manageable condition for many
patients.
But while the "drug cocktails"
taken by patients often reduce the
HIV in their bloodstream to undetectable levels, the virus stashes
hidden copies of itself that allow
a renewed outbreak of infection if
treatment ever stops. The copies
are stored in the lymph nodes in
cells such as the immune system's
memory T cells, which normally
help the body's defensive systems
remember invaders.
Many years of treatment with
anti-AIDS medications should
eventually drive down this latent
viral load, but researchers estimated that it would take at least
several decades to clear the infection completely.
Impetus for the new trial came
from the development of the drug
T20, which can inhibit HIV at a
different point in its life cycle
than existing drugs. Scientists
want to combine T20, which is
commercially known as Fuzeon
and blocks the virus' ability to
fuse with host cells, with other
drugs to mount an intense assault
on HIV.
"We hope it will be such a potent combination that the latent
copies of HIV possibly could
decay faster than what we see now
with standard therapy," said Lisa
Mahnke, M.D., Ph.D., a principal

investigator at the ACTU.
To replenish itself, the latent
virus has to become active from
time to time and make new copies
of its genetic material. Scientists
want to see if the new drug combination makes that step particularly difficult for the" virus, leading
to a decrease in its ability to maintain latent copies.
"If we can get decay time
down to a reasonable time span,
then we can talk about the possibility of a cure," Mahnke said.
In the new trial, Mahnke and
other researchers will give patients the aggressive treatment
package for four years, using the
latest detection and analysis techniques to closely monitor both
the levels of virus in blood and
the presence of latent virus, hoping to track how fast the latent
reservoir decays.
Leading the trial is Robert Silicano, M.D., Ph.D., an AIDS researcher at Johns Hopkins University, who was the first to identify latent HIV and the formidable obstacles it presents to development of a cure.
Because of HIV's ability to
quickly develop resistance to
AIDS medications, the trial is
limited to people who have not
yet begun treatment.
Potential participants will be
tested prior to enrollment for
medication-resistant mutations.
Nationwide, scientists are
working to recruit 40 people
who have been infected with HIV
for more than six months; the
ACTU will be seeking to enroll
two people.
In addition to taking oral
medications, patients in the trial
will give themselves injections of
T20 twice daily. They will also
undergo standard blood draws
on a regular basis and a larger
blood draw about once every six
months.
"It's an intensive treatment
and monitoring regimen, so we're
looking to find people who are
highly motivated," Mahnke said.
For more information or to
volunteer, call Debra Demarco at
454-0058.

Match maker Terri Moncrief, her husband, Eric, and 10-week-old Christian celebrate Terri's
match to Cincinnati Children's Hospital for her residency in pediatrics. Graduating medical students in the United States learned March 16 which residency programs they will enter. This year's
class at the School of Medicine enthusiastically cheered each classmate when they read their
matches. Of the 119 students in the School of Medicine's Class of 2006, 29 will stay in St. Louis to
complete their residencies at Washington University School of Medicine-affiliated hospitals. A
total of 13 graduates will head to Boston for residencies at four hospitals, including Brigham &
Women's Hospital and Massachusetts General; eight graduates will complete residencies at hospitals in New York City; seven graduates will complete residencies in Philadelphia; 16 will head to
California; and six will head to Washington state.

Peipert named vice chair of clinical
research in obstetrics and gynecology
BY DIANE DUKE WILLIAMS

Jeffrey F. Peipert, M.D., has
become vice chair of clinical
research in the Department of
Obstetrics and Gynecology at
the School of Medicine.
George
A. Macones,
M.D., the
Mitchell and
Elaine Yanow
Professor and
head of the
Department
of Obstetrics
and GynecolPeipert
ogy, announced the
appointment. Macones also

"Jeff Peipert has the ideal combination of
expertise and vision for this position. We are
very lucky to have him lead our department's
efforts in this exciting area of research."
GEORGE

serves as chief of obstetrics-gynecology at Barnes-Jewish Hospital.
"Jeff Peipert has the ideal
combination of expertise and
vision for this position," Macones
said. "We are very lucky to have
him lead our department's efforts in this exciting area of research."
In his new position, Peipert

Scientists use PET scans to monitor lung inflammation noninvasively
BY MICHAEL

C. PURDY

A noninvasive approach for assessing lung
^inflammation should accelerate efforts to
develop drugs for inflammatory lung conditions like cystic fibrosis and pneumonia,
scientists at the School of Medicine have
reported.
Researchers have used positron emission tomography (PET) scans to monitor artificially
induced inflammation in the lungs of healthy
volunteers. The new imaging process may help
doctors monitor the conditions of patients
with inflammatory lung diseases and should
make it easier to test potential anti-inflammatory drugs in trials.
"Until now, when we wanted to assess
whether a new drug decreased lung inflammation, the options for specifically measuring active inflammation were not pleasant," said lead
author Delphine Chen, M.D., chief resident in
nuclear medicine at the medical school's Mallinckrodt Institute of Radiology. "We could
perform a bronchoscopy and gather samples
directly from the breathing passages, or we
could have patients inhale a saline solution
and cough it back up."
To make it possible to detect lung inflammation with PET, Chen and her colleagues employed an imaging technique commonly used
to diagnose cancer and monitor its treatment.
The scientists reported the results in a paper
published online by The Journal ofApplied
Physiology.
Senior author Daniel P. Schuster, M.D., pro-

"Endotoxin is a purified bacterial substance that
triggers inflammation. The technique we used keeps that
inflammation compartmentalized to a small region in the lung,
ensuring that the inflammation doesn't become systemic."
DANIEL

P. SCHUSTER

fessor of medicine and of radiology, said he
hopes the new imaging process will make it
possible to give new drugs trial runs.
"Full-scale clinical trials are costly in terms
of both time and dollars spent, and right now
it's very difficult to find intermediate steps
that allow us to build confidence in a drug's
effectiveness before taking that plunge," Schuster said.
With the new PET procedure, Schuster said,
researchers developing anti-inflammatory
drugs can test the drugs' effects in less expensive trials involving smaller groups of healthy
volunteers and patients.
"If the drug passes those tests, then you can
say, OK, let's see in a full-scale trial if the drug
actually has an impact on some important patient-centered outcome like mortality or disease progression," he said.
To create areas of limited lung inflammation in healthy volunteers, researchers used a
technique originally developed by scientists at
the National Institutes of Health. It involves
the injection, via bronchoscope, of a small

amount of endotoxin into a lung segment.
"Endotoxin is a purified bacterial substance
that triggers inflammation," Schuster said. "The
technique we used keeps that inflammation
compartmentalized to a small region in the
lung, ensuring that the inflammation doesn't
become systemic."
Another research group previously had
shown that this artificial inflammation could
be used to test potential drugs, but they followed the effects of the drugs via a second insertion of the bronchoscope into the volunteers' tracheas.
Chen and her colleagues instead injected
volunteers with fluorodeoxyglucose (FDG), a
form of sugar readily detectable by PET, and
continuously monitored the lungs for 60 minutes to see how much FDG appeared there.
Scientists have already completed a trial to
test the new imaging procedure's ability to detect inflammation in cystic fibrosis patients.
The results will be published soon in The
American Journal of Respiratory and Critical
Care Medicine.

A. MACONES
will develop a clinical research division with a focus on patient-oriented research. The division will
be based in a 9,785-square-foot facility at 4533 Clayton Road.
The goal of the division is to
provide new knowledge to improve women's health. It will foster interdisciplinary research by
collaborating with other departments and divisions at the University, support efforts to increase
clinical research in the department and the community and
train new investigators in women's health research.
Peipert comes to the University from Brown University where
he was a professor of obstetrics
and gynecology and community
health for 13 years and a director
of the department's research division. He also was the program director for the Brown Building Interdisciplinary Research Careers
in Women's Health Program and
the Women's Reproductive
Health Research Program.
Additionally, he was the principal investigator for the Women
& Infants/Brown Epidemiology/
Clinical Trials training program
(T32 grant) for obstetriciansgynecologists.
Peipert's research focuses on
clinical epidemiology, infectious
diseases and contraception. He
recently completed a National Institutes of Health-funded study to
evaluate behavioral interventions
to prevent sexually transmitted
infections and unplanned pregnancy.
As an educator, Peipert has led
courses on the national level in
clinical epidemiology and evidence-based medicine. He also
received numerous teaching
awards at Brown.
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University Events
PAD'S Young Choreographers Showcase March 30-April 1
BYLIAMOTTEN

The Performing Arts Department in Arts & Sciences will
present its biennial Young
Choreographers Showcase in the
Annelise Mertz Dance Studio at
8 p.m. March 30-April 1.
The concerts will feature more
than a dozen dancers in nine original, contemporary works by student choreographers in the PAD's
Dance Program.
"Performance is really just the
final stage in the learning process,"
said David W. Marchant, senior
lecturer in dance, who serves as
co-artistic director for the showcase, along with senior dance
major Justin Huebener. "When a
work becomes public, you're often
able to see it very differendy than
when you're alone in the studio.
The audience gives you very clear
feedback as to what's working and
what is not working."
The concert will include works
by three of the PAD's senior dance
majors — Huebener, Allison Califano and Marquita Redd — all of
whom presented full-length concerts earlier in the year.
The remaining six pieces were

Unbounded, an ensemble piece choreographed by junior Jennifer Boissiere, will be performed March
30-April 1 as part of the Performing Arts Department in Arts & Sciences' biennial Young Choreographers Showcase. Pictured above (from left) are sophomores Meredith Wilensky, Heather Wigmore and
Alyssa Moran.

selected by a jury comprising the
full-time dance faculty — Marchant, Mary-Jean Cowell, Christine Knoblauch-O'Neal and Cecil

Slaughter — as well as Huebener
and Henry Claude, the PAD's
music director for dance.
"Students undergo three

rounds of auditions," Marchant
said. An initial, preliminary audition is followed by a selection
round and then a final, pre-per-

formance critique. "Our primary
mission here is educational. It's
about teaching and encouraging
students and helping them to create the best choreography that
they can."
Making the final cut were ensemble works by senior Laura Vilines and junior Jenny Boissiere,
as well as solos by a quartet of
sophomores — Heather Wigmore, Patricia Engel, Meredith
Wilensky and Becky Hurt. (Hurt's
piece, titled Happening, represented WUSTL at the recent American College Dance Festival at
Ohio State University.)
"For students interested in
going into the professional dance
world, it's great just to see how a
show gets put together," said Huebener, who has performed in more
than half-dozen PAD events. "Putting your work on the stage, under
the lights, in a fully produced concert — that's the final gaundet for
any artist."
Tickets — $15; $9 for seniors,
students and WUSTL faculty and
staff — are available through the
Edison Theatre Box Office.
For more information, call
935-6543.

Everybody's Problem • Are Families Efficient? • Playing With History
Tuesday, April 4
Lectures

"University Events" lists a portion of
the activities taking place March 24-Aphl 6
at Washington University. Visit the Web for
expanded calendars for the Hilltop Campus
(calendar.wustl.edu) and the School of
Medicine (medschool.wustl.edu/
calendars.html).

Exhibits
African Film Festival Exhibit. Through
March 26. Olin Library Lobby. 935-6626.
Black Caucus of the American Literary
Association Literary Awards 2006.
Through March 31. Olin Library Lobby.
935-6626.
Celebrating 100 Years of Federal
Information. Through March 31. Olin
Library, Grand Staircase Lobby and Ginkgo
Reading Rm. 935-6569.

Friday, March 24
6-8 p.m. Sam Fox School Painting Area
Exhibition. Des Lee Gallery, 1627
Washington Ave. 935-9347.

Film
Friday, March 24
7 p.m. African Film Festival. Be Kunko/
Everybody's Problem. Cheick Fantamady
Camara, dir. Dote/Doiiar. Imunga
Ivanga, dir. Brown Hall, Rm. 100.
935-7879.

ology, Kyoto University, Japan. Eric P.
Newman Education Center. 362-2763.

Friday, March 24
Noon. Cell Biology & Physiology Seminar.
"Curcumin and Cancer Chemoprevention."
Shrikant Anant, asst. prof, of gastroenterology. Co-sponsored by the Dept. of
Molecular Biology & Pharmacology.
McDonnell Medical Sciences Bldg., Rm.
426. 362-7437.
Noon. Gl Division Research Conference.
"Novel Approaches to the Epidemiology of
IBD." Cyrus Tamboli, assoc. prof, of internal medicine, U. of Iowa. Clinical Sciences
Research Bldg., Rm. 901. 362-2031.
12:30-4:30 p.m. St. Louis STD/HIV Prevention Training Center Course. "STD
Clinician." (Also 12:30-4:30 p.m. March
31.) Cost: $125. For location and to register: 747-1522.
2-6 p.m. Geriatrics CME Course. "Geriatrics
in Primary Care Medicine." Cost: $95;
$120 after March 17. Eric P. Newman
Education Center. To register: 362-6891.
3 p.m. Joint Center for East Asian Studies
Colloquium. "Playing With History in East
Asia." Frederick Dickinson, assoc. prof, of
Japanese history, U. of Penn., and Jinnee
Choi, asst. prof, of film studies, Carleton
U. Alumni House. RSVP to 935-4448.
3:30 p.m. Harris Inst. for Global Legal
Studies Lecture. "Interplay of the Euro• pean Court of Human Rights With the
Austrian Constitutional Court and With the
Legislator Amending the Constitution."
Justice Herbert Haller, Constitutional Court
of Austria. Anheuser-Busch Hall, Rm. 309.
935-7988.

7 p.m. African Film Festival. African Middleweights/Africains Poids Moyens. Daniel
Cattier, dir. Le Ballon D'or/The Golden Ball.
Cheick Doukoure, dir. Brown Hall, Rm.
100. 935-7879.

4 p.m. Romance Languages & Literatures
Lecture. Paul Rava Memorial Lecture.
"Dante, the Book Glutton: Food for
Thought From Italian Poets." Victoria
Kirkham, prof, of Romance languages, U.
of Penn. Duncker Hall, Rm. 201, Hurst
Lounge. 935-5175.

Sunday, March 26

Saturday, March 25

7 p.m. African Film Festival. Something
Else/Nkan Mii. Seke Somulu, dir. The Colonial Misunderstanding/Le Malentendu
Colonial. Jean-Marie Teno, dir. Brown Hall,
Rm. 100.935-7879.

7:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Gastroenterology &
Colorectal Surgery CME Course. "Inflammatory Bowel Disease: A Combined Medical and Surgical Symposium." Cost: $95
for physicians, $75 for allied health professionals; $115 and $90 after March 13. Eric
P. Newman Education Center. To register:
362-6891.

Saturday, March 25

Friday, March 31
8 p.m. Italian Film Festival. Manuale
D'amore (Manual of Love). Giovani
Veronesi, dir. Brown Hall, Rm. 100.
422-3102.

Saturday, April 1
8 p.m. Kalian Film Festival. Buongiorno,
. Notte (Good Morning, Night). Marco
Bellocchio, dir. Brown Hall, Rm. 100.
422-3102.

Wednesday, April 5
7 p.m. Japanese Film Series. The Twilight
Samurai. Yoji Yamada, dir. Sponsored
by Asian & Near Eastern Languages &
Literatures. Busch Hall, Rm. 100.
935-5110.

5:30 p.m. Cardiac Bioelectricity & Arrhythmia Center Seminar Series. "Multiscale
Modeling of Cardiac Electrical Activity."
Craig Henriquez, W.H. Gardner Jr. Professor of Biomedicai Engineering, Duke U.
(5 p.m. refreshments.) Whitaker Hall, Rm..
218.935-7887.

7 p.m. Sam Fox School Architecture Lecture Series. Rainer Mahlamaki, architect,
Helsinki, Finland. Steinberg Hall Aud.
935-9347.

Tuesday, March 28
Noon. Law School Jewish Lunch & Learn.
"Examining Secular Issues and Jewish
Law." Rabbi Hershey Novack, Chabad on
Campus. Anheuser-Busch Hall, Rm. 307.
721-2884.
Noon. Molecular Microbiology & Microbial
Pathogenesis Seminar Series. The
Structure and Biosynthesis of Trypanosome Surface Molecules: Basic Science
and Therapeutic Possibilities." Michael
Ferguson, prof, of molecular parasitology,
U. of Dundee, Scotland. Cori Aud., 4565
McKinley Ave. 747-2630.
.

Wednesday, March 29
4 p.m. Biochemistry & Molecular Biophysics Seminar. "Chemical Forces That
Stabilize Proteins." Ronald Raines, prof, of
biochemistry & chemistry, U. of Wise. Cori
Aud., 4565 McKinley Ave. 362-4152.
4 p.m. Center for New Institutional Social
Sciences Speaker Series. Bruce Carruthers, prof, of sociology, Northwestern U.
(Also noon-1:30 p.m. March 30.) Eliot
Hall, Rm. 300. 935-5068.
4 p.m. Physics Colloquium. "Peeking in
Ancient Holes and Seeking the Holy Grail."
Amber Miller, asst. prof, of physics. (3:30
p.m. coffee, Compton Hall, Rm. 245.)
Crow Hall, Rm. 204. 935-6276.
4 p.m. University Libraries "Our Favorite
Books" Series Lecture. "The End of the
Conviviencia in Spain: Christians, Moors
and Jews." Josephn Schraibman, prof, of
Romance languages & literatures. Olin
Library, Lvl. 1, Ginkgo Rm. 935-5495.
7 p.m. Chabad on Campus Mysticism
Lecture Series. Rabbi Hershey Novack,
Chabad on Campus. Simon Hall, Rm. 105.
721-2884.

Thursday, March 30
Monday, March 27
Noon. Molecular Biology & Pharmacology
Seminar. "Role of Msx2 Homeobox Gene
in Epithelial Differentiation." Liang Ma,
asst. prof, of molecular biology & pharmacology. South Bldg., Rm. 3907, Philip
Needleman Library. 747-3339.
4 p.m. Biology Lecture. Annual Viktor Hamburger Lecture. "The Impact of Signal
Transduction on Gene Regulatory Networks During Early Development." David
McClay, prof, of biology, Duke U. Rebstock
Hall, Rm. 215. 935-6871.
4 p.m. Immunology Research Seminar
Series. "Regulatory T Cells in Autoimmunity and Tumor Immunity." Shimon
Sakaguchi, Dept. of Experimental Path-

3 p.m. Physics Seminar. "Three-flavor
Crystalline Color Superconductivity." Massimo Mannarelli, Dept. of Physics, Mass.
Inst. of Technology. (2:30 p.m. coffee.)
Compton Hall, Rm. 241. 935-6276.
4 p.m. Assembly Series. John & Penelope
Biggs Residency in the Classics. "Metaphor." Bill Gass, novelist, essayist, critic
and David May Distinguished University
Professor Emeritus in the Humanities.
Graham Chapel. 935-4620.
4 p.m. Harris Inst. for Global Legal Studies
Lecture. "Legitimacy, Efficacy and University in International Organization: What the
First Fifty Years of the United Nations Tells
Us About the Future." Thomas D. Grant,
research fellow, Lauterpacht Centre for

International Law, Cambridge, England.
Anheuser-Busch Hall, Rm. 305.
935-7988.

4 p.m. History Colloquium. "Why Do Some
Nations Save So Much, and Others, So
Little? A Transnational History of Encouraging Thrift in Europe, Japan, and the
U.S." Sheldon Garon, prof, of history,
Princeton U. Duncker Hall, Rm. 201,
Hurst Lounge. 935-5450.
5:30-8 p.m. St. Louis Symposium on
German Literature & Culture. "After the
Digital Divide? German Aesthetic Theory
in the Age of New Media." (Continues
8:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. March 31 and 8:30
am.-5:30 p.m. Apr. 1.) For locations and
to register: 935-5106.
6 p.m. Sam Fox School Lecture. "Modelmania." Olafur Eliasson, artist, Berlin.
Steinberg Hall Aud. 935-9347.

Friday, March 31
9 a.m. School of Law "Access to Justice"
Public Interest Law Speakers Series. "A
Rebellious Vision of Community Problem
Solving." Gerald L6pez, prof, of clinical
law and dir., Center for Community
Problem Solving, New York U. AnheuserBusch Hall. 935-6419.
Noon. Cell Biology & Physiology Seminar.
"Cooperative Interactions That Transform
Human Cells." William C. Hahn, asst.
prof, of medicine, Dana Farber Cancer
Inst., Harvard U. Co-sponsored by the
Dept. of Molecular Biology & Pharmacology. McDonnell Medical Sciences
Bldg., Rm. 426. 362-7437.

Monday, April 3
Noon. Molecular Biology & Pharmacology
Seminar. "Mechanisms of Spontaneous
Firing in Central Neurons." Bruce P. Bean,
prof, of neurobiology, Harvard U. South
Bldg., Rm. 3907, Philip Needleman
Library. 747-3339.
Noon. Work, Families, and Public Policy
Brown Bag Seminar Series. "Are Families Efficient?" Robert A. Pollak, Robert E.
Hernreich Distinguished Professor of
Economics. Eliot Hall, Rm. 300,
935-4918.
4 p.m. Immunology Research Seminar
Series. "Imaging Antigen Presentation
Dynamics in Situ." Mark Miller, asst. prof,
of pathology & immunology. Moore Aud,
550 S. Euclid Ave. 362-2763.
5 p.m. Historia Medica Lecture Series on
the History of Medicine. Estelle Brodman
Lecture. "Eighteenth Century Perspectives
on Language, Mind and Brain From the
Writings of Jonathan Swift." Marjorie
Lorch, senior lecturer, Birckbeck College,
U. of London. Becker Medical Library, Lvl.
7, Kenton King Center. 362-4236.
5:30 p.m. Cardiac Bioelectricity & Arrhythmia Center Seminar. "Mechanisms for
Complex Atrial Conduction Disturbances
Generated Near Premature Stimuli Sites in
Aging Human Bundles." Madison Spach,
James B. Duke Professor of Pediatrics
Emeritus, Duke U. (5 p.m. refreshments.)
Whitaker Hall, Rm. 218. 935-7887.
7 p.m. Sam Fox School Architecture Lecture Series. William Valentine, chairman
and design principal, HOK Architects.
Steinberg Hall Aud. 935-9347.

Noon. Jewish Medical Ethics Lunch &
Learn. "Discuss the Contemporary Application of Jewish Tradition." Rabbi
Hershey Novack, Chabad on Campus.
Farrell Learning & Teaching Center, Rm.
203.721-2884.

5:30 p.m. Biochemistry & Molecular Biophysics Biophysical Evenings Seminar.
"Programming a Pore: The Biophysics of
Initiating Apoptosis." Paul Schlesinger,
assoc. prof, of cell biology & physiology.
Cori Aud., 4565 McKinley Ave. 362-4152.

Wednesday, April 5
11 a.m. Assembly Series. Martin Luther
King Jr. Memorial Lecture. 'The Media
History and Portrayal of Black America."
Earl Graves Jr., pres. and chief executive
officer, Graves Publishing Co. Graham
Chapel. 935-4620.
4 p.m. Biochemistry & Molecular Biophysics Seminar. "Proteins in Action: Dynamics During Catalysis and Signaling."
Dorothee Kern, assoc. prof, of biochemistry, Brandeis U. Cori Aud., 4565 McKinley
Ave. 362-4152.
4 p.m. Center for New Institutional Social
Sciences Speaker Series. Lesley Sharp,
assoc. prof, of anthropology, Barnard
College. (Also noon April 6.) Eliot Hall,
Rm. 300. 935-5068.
7 p.m. Chabad on Campus Mysticism Lecture Series. Rabbi Hershey Novack, Chabad
on Campus. Simon Hall, Rm. 105.
721-2884.
7 p.m. Sam Fox School Visiting Artist Lecture Series. Nancy Friese, artist. Steinberg
Hall Aud. 935-9347.

Thursday, April 6
Noon. Center for Health Policy Brown Bag
Seminar Series. Donald Nichols, asst. prof,
of economics. Simon Hall, Rm. 241.
935-9108.
3 p.m. Academic Women's Network
Seminar. "Following the Yellow Brick
Road(Map): Opportunities for Making Good
on the Promises of Biomedicai Research."
Donna Dean, sr. science adviser, LewisBurke Associates. (Reception follows,
Farrell Teaching & Learning Center, Lvl. 2
Hearth Room.) Cori Aud., 4565 McKinley
Ave. 747-4233.
4 p.m. Center for the Study of Ethics &
Human Values Discussion. "Controversies
in Living Donor Transplantation: Is It Okay
to Be My Brother's Keeper?" David Currier
Cronin, II, association prof, and dir. of liver
transplantation, Yale U. Farrell Learning &
Teaching Center. 935-9358.
4 p.m. History Colloquium. "Rachele and
Her Loves: Marriage and Divorce in a
Revolutionary Age." Lois Dubin, assoc.
prof, of religion & Biblical lit., Smith
College. Duncker Hall, Rm. 201, Hurst
Lounge. 935-5450.
4 p.m. Ophthalmology & Visual Sciences
Seminar. "The Bizarro World of Angiogenesis." Jayakrishna Ambati, assoc. prof,
of ophthalmology & visual sciences, U. of
Ky. Maternity Bldg., Rm. 725. 362-1006.
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Washington University Opera to present Aesthetic theory, new media
Carlisle Floyd's Susannah March 24-25 to be examined at forum
BY LIAM OTTEN

The Washington University Opera will present
Carlisle Floyd's Susannah, which updates the
biblical story of Susannah and the elders to
1940s Appalachia, at 8 p.m. March 24-25.
The performances are presented by the Department of Music in Arts & Sciences and will take place
in Edison Theatre.
Set in New Hope Valley, Tenn., the story centers
on the character of Susannah Polk, an attractive but
innocent girl of 19, who is observed bathing by a
group of male church elders. The men falsely accuse
Susannah of sinfulness and "loose" behavior, ostracizing her from the life of the town.
"Susannah is a free spirit, attractive and lively, a
target for hate and jealousy and the lust of the local
menfolk," said Jolly Stewart, director of Washington
University Opera, who previously directed the piece
for St. Louis' Union Avenue Opera Theatre. (She also
directed Floyd's Of Mice and Men, based on the John
Steinbeck novella, for Washington University Opera
in 2004.) "The people of New Hope find it easy to
condemn her for bathing in her own creek."
Floyd wrote Susannah in 1955 as a direct response
to the anti-communist witch hunts of Sen. Joseph
McCarthy. Yet the opera is also informed by his experiences growing up in rural South Carolina as the son
of a Methodist preacher, and many of its themes —
hypocrisy, mistrust and misunderstanding — remain
all too relevant today.
"Susannah speaks to so much that is still happening in the world around us," Stewart said. "When we
find ourselves unable to understand the strange, the
different, the foreign, it is all too easy to allow hate
instead of love — jealousy instead of appreciation,
cruelty instead of kindness — to become the accepted norm."

Music
Friday, March 24
8 p.m. Washington University Opera.
Susannah by Carlisle Floyd. (Also 8 p.m.
March 25.) Cost: $18, $12 for students,
seniors and WUSTL faculty and staff, $7
for WUSTL students. Edison Theatre.
935-6543.

John Stewart, director of vocal activities in the
music department, conducts the performance, which
incorporates elements of square dance, folk song and
revival hymns — music typical to rural Tennessee of
the time. (Stewart once sang the role of Sam, Susannah's brother, in a production at the New York City
opera.)
The cast of 19 is led by Elise LaBarge, a master's
candidate in vocal performance, who sings the title
role. Also starring are recent master's graduates
Adam Cromer as Susannah's brother, Sam; Joseph
Michels as Little Bat, a friend coaxed into giving false
testimony; and Scott Levin as the Rev. Olin Blitch,
who comes to Susannah's defense (though for motives of his own).
Scott Kennebeck, Nathan Ruggles, Clark Sturdevant and Philip Touchette are featured as the elders.
Megan Higgins, Debra Hillabrand, Jade Hornbaker
and Stephanie Scherrer portray their vindictive wives.
The Saint Louis Symphony Youth Orchestra will
serve as orchestra.
Floyd, who also serves as librettist for his operas,
taught piano and composition for 30 years at Florida State University and later at the University of
Houston.
Susannah has been staged more than 800 times,
making it the most frequently performed American
opera. In 1999, it was performed by the Metropolitan
Opera in New York.
Other notable works by Floyd include Bilby's Doll
(1976), which examines the Salem witch trials; and
the comedy Cold Sassy Tree, which premiered at the
Houston Grand Opera in 2000.
Tickets are $18; $12 for students, seniors and
WUSTL faculty and staff; and $7 for WUSTL students.
For more information or to order tickets, call the
Edison Theatre Box Office at 935-6543.

Sunday, March 26

Tuesday, April 4

8:45 a.m. Baseball vs. Elmhurst College.
Kelly Field. 935-4705.

1 p.m. Baseball vs. Maryville U. Kelly
Field. 935-4705.

11 a.m. Softball vs. College of St. Scholastica. Annual Midwest Region Invitational. WUSTL Field. 935-4705.
Noon. Baseball vs. Coe College. Kelly
Field. 935-4705.
3 p.m. Softball vs. U. of Dubuque. Annual
Midwest Region Invitational. WUSTL
Field. 935-4705.

Thursday, March 30
8 p.m. Jazz at Holmes. Paul DeMarinis,
saxophone. Ridgley Hall, Holmes Lounge.
935-4841.

Thursday, March 30
4 p.m. Softball vs. Westminster College.
Annual Midwest Region Invitational.
WUSTL Field. 935-4705.

Thursday, April 6
Friday, March 31

8 p.m. Jazz at Holmes. Chris Burchett, guitar. Ridgley Hall, Holmes Lounge.
935-4841.

2 p.m. Women's Tennis vs. Drury U. Tao
Tennis Center. 935-4705.

On stage

10 a.m. Men's Tennis vs. Coe College.
Dwight Davis Tennis Center. 935-4705.

Thursday, March 30

10 a.m. Women's Tennis vs. Coe College.
Tao Tennis Center. 935-4705.

8 p.m. Performing Arts Department Presentation. Young Choreographers Showcase. (Also 8 p.m. March 31 & April 1.)
Cost: $15, $9 for students, children, seniors, WUSTL faculty & staff. Mallinckrodt
Student Center, Annelise Mertz Dance
Studio. 935-6543.

Friday, March 31
8 p.m. 0VATI0NSI Series. Doug Varone
& Dancers. Co-presented by Dance St.
Louis. Cost: $28, $24 for seniors, WUSTL
faculty & staff, $18 for students & children. Edison Theatre. 935-6543.

Sports
Friday, March 24
1 p.m. Baseball vs. Elmhurst College.
Kelly Field. 935-4705.
Evening. Track & Field WU Mini Twilight
Meet. Francis Field. 935-4705.
7 p.m. Softball vs. College of St. Scholastica. Annual Midwest Region Invitational.
WUSTL Field. 935-4705.

Saturday, March 25
10 a.m. Men's Tennis vs. U. of III.Springfield. Tao Tennis Center. 935-4705.
11 a.m. Softball vs. Centre College. Annual Midwest Region Invitational. WUSTL
Field. 935-4705.
2 p.m. Men's Tennis vs. Graceland U. Tao
Tennis Center. 935-4705.
2:30 p.m. Baseball vs. Elmhurst College.
Kelly Field. 935-4705.
3 p.m. Softball vs. Loras College. Annual
Midwest Region Invitational. WUSTL Field.
935-4705.

Saturday, April 1

Noon. Baseball vs. Knox College. Kelly
Field. 935-4705.
3 p.m. Men's Tennis vs. Maryville U.
Dwight Davis Tennis Center. 935-4705.

Sunday, April 2
11 a.m. Women's Tennis vs. U. of
Chicago. Dwight Davis Tennis Center.
935-4705.
Noon. Baseball vs. Knox College. Kelly
Field. 935-4705.

And more•••
Friday, March 24
10 a.m. Center for the Humanities Faculty Fellows' Workshop. "American
Material Culture: Reading Photographs
From Local Collections." Martha Sandweiss, prof, of history & American studies, Amherst College. Lab Sciences Bldg.
Rm.201.935-5576,
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Washington University
Marrow Registry Drive. Co-sponsored
by Student Union, EnCouncil, ALAS,
Alpha Kappa Psi, Delta Sigma Pi, Jewish
Student Union and Pi Beta Phi. Anheuser-Busch Hall, Rm. 404. 740-7251.

Monday, March 27
11:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Blood Drive. Sponsored by the Chinese Student Association. (Also 11:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. March
28, Mallinckrodt Student Center, Lower
Lvl., The Gargoyle, and March 29 & 30,
Wohl Center, Friedman Lounge.) Mallinckrodt Student Center, Lower Lvl., The
Gargoyle. 935-5066.

Thursday, March 30
8 p.m. Writing Program Reading Series.
Sigrid Nunez, novelist. Duncker Hall, Rm.
201, Hurst Lounge. 935-7130.

Tuesday, April 4
8 p.m. Writing Program Reading Series.
Sigrid Nunez, novelist. Duncker Hall, Rm.
201, Hurst Lounge. 935-7130.

Acclaimed author Nunez to read
Acclaimed fiction writer Sigrid
Nunez, the visiting Fannie
Hurst Professor of Creative Literature in Arts & Sciences, will
read from her work at 8 p.m.
March 30.
In addition, Nunez will speak
on the craft of fiction at 8 p.m.
April 4.
Both events — part of The
Writing Program's spring Reading
Series — are free and open to the
public and will take place in Hurst
Lounge, Duncker Hall, Room 201.
Nunez has published five novels, most recently The Last of Her
Kind (2006), a meditation on the
nature of idealism set against a
backdrop of gender, racial and
cultural politics. Her work has appeared in two Pushcart Prize volumes as well as four anthologies
of Asian-American literature.

Her first novel, A Feather on
the Breath of God (1995), was a finalist for both the PEN/Hemingway Award for First Fiction and
the Barnes 8c Noble Discover New
Writers Award. It also received the
Association for Asian American
Studies Award for best novel of
the year.
Mitz (1998), a mock biography
of Virginia and Leonard Woolf's
pet monkey, won the Richard and
Hinda Rosenthal Foundation
Award from the American Academy of Arts and Letters. Other
honors include a Whiting Writer's
Award and a residency from the
Lannan Foundation.
Nunez lives in New York City
and teaches in the New School's
graduate writing program.
For more information, call
935-7130.

Lecture by Olafur Eliasson March 30
BY LIAM OTTEN

A lecture by Scandinavian
artist Olafur Eliasson will
kick off a symposium on aesthetics and new media March
30-April 1 on the Hilltop
Campus.
Eliasson is one of the most
celebrated artists of his generation, known for combining natural phenomena such as water,
light, wind and temperature
with new and innovative technologies. His large, room-filling
installations have been featured
at major museums around the
world.
Eliasson will speak on "Modelmania" at 6 p.m. March 30 in
Steinberg Auditorium.
The talk is the first event in
"After the Digital Divide: German Aesthetic Theory in the
Age of New Media," a symposium sponsored by the Department of Germanic Languages &
Literatures in Arts 8c Sciences. It
is also the final event of "Unsettled Ground: Nature, Landscape, and Ecology Now!" a
yearlong series co-sponsored by
the Sam Fox School of Design 8c
Visual Arts and the Pulitzer
Foundation for the Arts.
Additional symposium sessions will take place March 31
and April 1 in Simon Hall,
Room 112.
"After the Digital Divide"
will feature presentations and
discussions by more than 20
artists, art historians, museum
professionals and new-media
experts from across the United
States and Germany. Topics will
highlight the aesthetic implications of electronic media as well
as related technical and logistical issues, such as how digitization changes the distribution
and storage of art works.
"The place of art and of the
aesthetic has undergone dramatic changes," said Lutz Koepnick, Ph.D., professor of Germanic languages 8c literatures
and of Film and Media Studies
in Arts & Sciences, who organized the symposium with Erin
McGlothhn, Ph.D., assistant
professor of Germanic language
8c literatures.
"While contemporary artists
avail themselves of highly sophisticated electronic means,
their work often explicitly disputes what earlier generations
considered the tasks and boundaries of artistic expression,"
Koepnick said. "The recent

Pills
- from Page 1
Goldberg's team studied 26
patients who were following the
American Heart Association
Heart Healthy Diet and taking
statin drugs to control cholesterol.
Over six weeks, half were randomly assigned to take placebo
pills while the rest took sterol
tablets. All patients ingested four
tablets, twice daily with meals,
while continuing to take statin
drugs.
After treatment, those who
took the sterol pills averaged a 9
percent reduction in LDL cholesterol and a 6 percent decline in
total cholesterol. Goldberg's team
also found that the higher the
LDL before the study began, the
greater the drop in the bad cholesterol.
"Those who started with higher LDL got a bigger response, a
bigger drop in their LDL, when
they added plant sterols to their
regimen," Goldberg said.

surge of Web and SMS art,
digital photography and networked writing — and electronically expanded installation projects and musical
composition practices — not
only reveals the impact of new
sources of creativity, but also
changes the entire practice of
art and how we should think
about it."
Yet Koepnick added that
the symposium also aims to
question the "technological
triumphalism" that often surrounds writing about new
media.
"Rather than to play out
the new against the old, the
speakers of this conference are
challenged to think about the
past, present and future of the
aesthetic as structured by critical differences, complex
transactions, and meaningful
alternatives."

Olafur Eliasson
Born in Copenhagen in 1967,
Eliasson studied at the Royal
Danish Academy of Art and
divides his time between
Copenhagen and Berlin.
Eliasson is perhaps bestknown for his Weather Project,
which drew 2.3 million visitors to the Tate Modern in
London in 2003.
Using humidifiers, Eliasson
filled the museum's vast,
35,000-square-foot Turbine
Hall with a fine mist, created
from a mixture of sugar and
water. Hundreds of mono-frequency lamps then emitted
light at such a narrow frequency that only the colors
yellow and black were visible,
thus replicating the radiant effects of the sun.
Eliasson has also created
installations for the ARoS
Kunstmuseum in Arhus, Denmark (2004); the Kunstmuseum Wolfsburg in Germany
(2004); and the 2003 Venice
Biennale, among many others.
In 2004, he designed chandeliers for the new Copenhagen Opera House and a
dramatic 9.3-meter-tall spiral
staircase for the Munich headquarters of global accounting
firmKPMG.
All events are free and
open to the public. For more
information or a complete
schedule, call 935-5106; email jjodell@wustl.edu; or go
online to artsci.wustl.edu/
~lkoep/symposium_06.

The plant sterols appear to
provide an effective way to lower
cholesterol levels, especially LDL
cholesterol, according to Goldberg. But she said the sterols
probably will work best when
given as an additional therapy,
and she recommends they be used
in combination with diet and/or
cholesterol-lowering statin drugs.
"This type of treatment would
be in addition to dietary changes
and other medication," she said.
"There probably are some people
who have very mild abnormalities
in cholesterol who could get by
with a sterol supplement alone,
but people with higher cholesterol
levels will need medication, too.
"They'll take plant sterols in
addition to other therapies and
benefit from the additive effect we
observed in this study."
The sterol pills used in the
study are not yet commercially
available.
Goldberg said it would be useful to try and replicate these findings in larger studies.
"We used a small sample size,
but we still saw a significant effect," she said.
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Faculty Fellow Sandweiss to lead
grad-student workshop today
Martha Sandweiss, Ph.D., professor of history and American studies at Amherst College
and a 2006 Faculty Fellow, will
lead a graduate-student workshop
on "American Material Culture:
Reading Photographs From Local
Collections" at 10 a.m. today in
the Arts & Sciences Laboratory
Sciences Building, Room 201.
Sandweiss is the author of
Laura Gilpin: An Enduring Grace
(1986), co-author of Eyewitness
to War: Prints and Daguerreotypes
of the Mexican War, 1846-1848
(1989), editor of Photography in
Nineteenth-Century America
(1991), co-editor of The Oxford

Science
from Page 1
"In some cases, a lackluster
presentation of evolution contributed to a poor outcome, but
the dominant and unsurprising
pattern was that states with weak
standards overall were also weak
in evolution. Moreover, we understand that teachers often tend
to 'skip over the evolution sections' so as to avoid conflict — in
some cases, conflict with their
own views."
Goodenough presented "The
History of Nature: Why Don't We
Teach It?" Feb. 18 as a plenary
lecture at the annual meeting of
the American Association for
the Advancement of Science in
St. Louis.
Goodenough said a primary
concern is students coming to
understand and appreciating
both how science is done and
some of what scientific inquiry
has discovered.
But another basic concern is
that science education, both as
articulated in the standards and
as practiced in American schools,
basically fails to convey to students what Goodenough refers to
as the scientific worldview: a narrative account, with supporting
empirical evidence, of current
understandings of the origins and
evolution of the universe, the
planet and life (including humans), as brought to us from
what are often called the historical sciences.
The current version of the No
Child Left Behind Act requires
that states must test student
knowledge of science starting in
2007-08. Goodenough fears that
there will be more emphasis on
"teaching the test" and less on
overall understanding of the scientific perspective.
"One can find material on the
Big Bang and stars in physics sections, and material on plate tectonics in geology sections, and
usually some units on fossils and
evolutionary theory in biology
sections," she said. "But no attempt is made to bring the historical sciences together into a
comprehensive framework in1 the
way that a student taking American history would come away
with an overview of what happened during our country's 400
years' existence."
The "epidemic" of scientific illiteracy would diminish, Goodenough believes, if such a framework were a mainstay of scientific
curricula.
"As things "now stand, K-12
students go into science classes
and hear about cells one day and
atoms another day but lack any
opportunity or guidance for integrating these understandings into
larger contexts," she said. "While
this is not a problem for the 'science types' who soak up cells and
atoms no matter what, most students find science classes tedious
and boring and drop out as soon
as they've met the requirements."
Goodenough co-teaches a
WUSTL course called the "Epic

History of the American West
(1994) and a contributing writer
to numerous volumes on the art
and photography of the American West.
Her most recent book is Print
the Legend: Photography and the
American West (2002).
She earned a doctorate in history from Yale University in 1985.
Sandweiss is the fourth of six
speakers appearing this spring as
part of the Faculty Fellows Lecture
and Workshop Series, presented
by The Center for the Humanities
in Arts & Sciences.
For seat reservations or more
information, call 935-5576.

"The students
report that their
interest in, and
mastery of,
scientific concepts
is greatly enhanced
when such larger
contexts are
provided."
URSULA GOODENOUGH

of Evolution: Life, Earth and the
Cosmos," which presents the scientific worldview to science-disaffected students who take it as a required elective. She and her colleagues have taught it for five
years.
"The students report that their
interest in, and mastery of, scientific concepts is greatly enhanced
when such larger contexts are provided," she said. "We've become
convinced that a robust and mindful grasp of the scientific worldview generates a more abiding
commitment to scientific inquiry,
to environmental sustainability
and to societal responsibility."
Goodenough said many students report an appreciation for
the scientific enterprise that failed
to take hold when research was
presented solely as the "engine"
for technological advancement.
They also report that an understanding of their own lives in the
vast evolutionary context that
made those lives possible instills a
new and valuable framework for
existential orientation and informed environmental awareness.
"Even our graduate-student
teaching assistants invariably express appreciation for having
been exposed to the 'big picture'
in a rigorous and memorable way
for the first time," she said.
She urged educators to think
of "big picture" science instruction and hopes that high schools
might consider a similarly teamtaught course as a capstone experience.

Gass

- from Page 1

vices of fiction within their
structure. He uses original stylistic innovations in each of his
books, to add a new perspective
within each tale.
A novelist, essayist and awardwinning critic, Gass has perfected
the craft of using words as a tool
to explore the meaning and essence of literature.
Gass' most recent book, A
Temple of Texts, is a collection of
25 essays that take the reader on
a literary journey, exploring the
resounding themes of his favorite works.
He uses his ornate style
throughout the collection to
convey his excitement of reading
and the power of language. He

Sports
Slavik, Triebe win first
Softball team wins
national swimming titles third straight title
The men's swimming and diving
team placed a program-best sixth
at the NCAA Championships in
Minneapolis March 16-18.
Senior Michael Slavik picked
up the program's (men or
women) first NCAA individual
national championship, winning
the 50-yard freestyle March 16.
Senior Eric Triebe, who finished second in the 50 free, then
added the Bears' second national
title March 17 by winning the
200-yard freestyle.
Triebe finished the weekend
with seven first-team All-America
citations and Slavik added seven
total citations. Triebe finished his
career with 26 All-America honors
while Slavik finished with 24.
The women's swimming and
diving team placed a programbest fifth at the NCAA Championships. Senior Jenny Scott and
sophomore Meredith Nordbrock
highlighted the weekend with
seven All-America citations each.

Women's hoops team
loses in Sweet 16
The No. 3 women's basketball
team (25-3,13-1 University Athletic Association) fell to No. 4 —
and eventual national champion
— Hope College, 92-89, in the
NCAA Sweet 16, ending the Bears'
season.
Senior Kelly Manning finished
with a game-high 31 points, her
third 30-plus point game in the
last four contests.

The No. 7 softball team won its
third straight UAA championship
by posting an 8-0 record at the
UAA Championships in Altamonte
Springs, Fla.
Junior pitcher Laurel Sagartz
continued her dominance in the
UAA as she pitched the Bears (120) past No. 11 Emory twice to secure the championship. Sagartz
has not allowed an earned run in
71 innings of UAA play.
The Bears opened the season
with a pair of 4-1 victories over
Manhattanville College and Wittenberg University March 10. The
wins marked the first two victories
for head coach Leticia PinedaBoutte.

Baseball team takes
second at UAAs
The baseball team (15-2, 5-1) went
5-1 to take second place at the
UAA Championships in Sanford,
Fla. The Bears started the week by
winning their first four games,
against the University of Rochester, Case Western Reserve University, Brandeis University and Rochester again before Emory University ended the Bears' streak.
Then on March 18, the Bears
upended Brandeis, 12-0.

Track and field has
four Ail-Americans
The men's and women's indoor
track and field teams sent five representatives to the NCAA Indoor

Championships March 10-11 in
Northfield, Minn.
Of the five student-athletes,
four came home with All-America accolades.
Juniors Delaina Martin
(weight throw) and Cameron
Williams (high jump) posted
fourth-place finishes on the first
day of the championships.
On the second day, senior Karl
Zelik (triple jump) and sophomore Morgen Leonard-Fleckman
(pole vault) each took eighth.

Women's tennis wins
two of three on trip
The women's tennis team went 21 during its spring break trip to
California last week. No. 15
WUSTL opened the week with a
7-2 win at No. 21 California
Lutheran. The Red and Green
then faced No. 5 Redlands, losing
6-3. The Bears wrapped up the
week with an 8-1 win against
Colorado College.

Men's tennis suffers
first loss of season
The No. 17 men's tennis team
posted a 2-1 record during its
spring break trip to California.
The Bears began the week with
a 7-0 win over No. 22 Carnegie
Mellon on March 15. The Bears
won their fifth straight match
with a 6-1 win over Colorado
College March 16.
Two days later, the Bears suffered their first defeat of the season in a 4-3 loss at No. 9 University of the Redlands.

Students
Experience 'left a lasting
impression on my heart'
- from Page 1

'

Christ; St. Louis Hillel; Campus Y;
Lutheran Campus Ministry; Engineers Without Borders; and members of an undergraduate course
on Hurricane Katrina, titled "A
Case Study in Disaster and Relief."
The American Culture Studies
course in Arts 8c Sciences is teamtaught by T.R. Kidder, Ph.D., professor of anthropology in Arts 8c
Sciences; and Stephen Gibson,
Ph.D., lecturer in American Culture Studies.
In the course, students are exploring the disaster from an academic and a service-learning perspective. They are studying the
physical, environmental and cultural context of the northern Gulf
Coast and investigating how the
hurricane and its aftermath affected the human populations of
the area.
A service mission to St. Bernard Parish near New Orleans,
one of the areas hardest-hit by
Katrina, was a big part of the

Due to a scheduling conflict, Morgan
Spurlock's March 29 Assembly Series address has been canceled.
writes, "The true alchemists do
not change lead into gold, they
change the world into words."
A Temple of Texts is Gass' sixth
collection of essays. Habitations of
the Word (1985), Finding a Form
(1996) and Tests of Time (2002)
all won National Book Critics
Circle Award for Criticism — a
record number in that category.
He also wrote the novels
Omensetter's Luck (1966), Willie
Masters' Lonesome Wife (1968)
and The Tunnel (1996).
Gass' other literary awards include a Lannan Foundation Lifetime Achievement Award; a PEN/
American Nabokov Award; the

A group of WUSTL students works to repair a New Orleans home
damaged by Hurricane Katrina. More than 200 students traveled to
hurricane-affected areas during spring break to assist with major
cleanup efforts.
class' focus.
Sophomore David Schwartz,
along with seven other students,
was on the Hillel trip to Biloxi,
Miss. There he fixed roofs with
more than 150 other Jewish students from around the country.
"After hearing about the destruction and witnessing it firsthand, it meant a lot to be able to
contribute to repairing the Gulf
Coast, an often forgotten area hit
Award for Fiction and the Medal
of Merit for Fiction from the
Academy and Institute of Arts
and Letters; and fellowships
from the Rockefeller and Guggenheim foundations.
Gass taught philosophy in
Arts 8c Sciences for 30 years and
was named the David May Distinguished University Professor
in the Humanities in 1979. In
1990, he founded the International Writers Center — now
The Center for the Humanities
— at the University, and directed it until his retirement in
1999.
He earned a bachelor's degree in philosophy from Kenyon
College in 1947 and a doctorate
in philosophy from Cornell University in 1954.
For more information, call
935-4620 or go online to
assemblyseries. wustl. edu.

by Katrina," Schwartz said.
Senior Mike Duncan visited
New Orleans with the Overflow
group.
"My experience left a lasting
impression on my heart for the
city and people of New Orleans,"
Duncan said. "My heart broke in
New Orleans as I met and built
friendships with the people whose
houses we gutted. Their stories
were filled with unanticipated loss
and journeys home that had
made each of them a different
person.
"I will always remember my
friendships with Rhonda, Linda,
Scott, Dena and Bobby because
these people gave me so much.
We were able to give them a gutted home, a blank canvas with
which they could rebuild their
home, but they inspired us to persevere through our present and
future struggles."

Students and administrators
will gather for a public
presentation of photographs,
stories and memories titled
"Faces of Katrina" from 5-6:30
p.m. April 5 in the Women's
Building. The University community is invited to attend.
For more information, call
935-5599.
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Notables
Neureuther Student Book Collection
Essay Competition seeks entrants
University students who have
a passion for collecting
books can compete for
prizes of $1,000 and $500 by
entering the 19th Annual Neureuther Student Book Collection
Essay Competition.
Sponsored by University Libraries, the Neureuther Competition is designed to encourage
students to read for enjoyment
and to develop personal libraries
or book collections throughout
their lives. For the competition,
a collection can be on any subject and should reflect the owner's intellectual or personal interests.
The event is actually two
competitions: one for graduate
students and one for undergraduates, with a first prize of $1,000
and a second prize of $500
awarded at each level.
Applicants must be current
full-time students at the University and must supply:
• a completed entry form;
• a 2-4-page essay about the
collection;
• a bibliography listing the
books in the collection; and
• 3-5 books from the entrant's collection.
Entry forms, past winning essays, and details about how to
enter are available online at

library, wustl. edu/collections/
neureuther.html.
Students should deliver their
materials to the Department of
Special Collections on the main
level of Olin Library, weekdays
from 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. through
April 3.
Judges will consider the collection's scope, thematic unity,
personal value to the collector
and other factors.
Winners will be announced
and awards presented in late
April.
The Neureuther Competition
is made possible by the financial
contributions of Carl Neureuther, a 1940 WUSTL graduate.
New this year, both first-place
winners of the Neureuther Competition will be eligible to enter
the Fine Books & Collections
2006 Collegiate Book-Collecting
Championship.
Winners of three dozen university-sponsored book-collecting
competitions will compete for
prizes totaling nearly $6,000, airfare and accommodations to attend the awards ceremony at the
Grolier Club in New York, and a
one-year membership in the club
for the first-place winner.
For more information, contact
Ida McCall at 935-6569 or
icmccall@wustl. edu.

iampus Watcl
The following incidents were reported to University Police March 8-21. Readers with information that could assist in investigating these incidents are urged to call 935-5555. This
information is provided as a public service to promote safety awareness and is available on
the University Police Web site at police.wustl.edu.

March 8
9:21 a.m. — A person reported
vandalism to his office door in
Busch Hall. The incident occurred
sometime between 10 p.m. March
7 and 9:20 a.m. March 8.

March 10
12:51 a.m. —A person was acting
in a suspicious manner in the
campus Police Department lobby
and was found to be wanted on
outstanding warrants. The subject
was later released due to lack of
extradition from the out-of-state
agency. The subject was issued a
no trespass warning.

March 13
1 p.m. — McCarthy Construction, the project manager for the
art school construction, reported

an unknown person stole two
gray metal tanks containing foam
insulation. The theft occurred
between 7 p.m. March 10 and 7
a.m. March 13.
The tanks were valued at a
total of $700.

March 18
11:12 p.m. — A complaint was
received of students playing with
Air Soft guns in the basement of
Lopata Hall. Upon arrival, officers
observed two students in the hallway and four BB guns on a table
nearby. The guns were seized and
placed them in evidence. The incident was referred to the judicial
administrator.
University Police also responded to
one report of a lost article.
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Smoother roadS ahead The intersection at Skinker Boulevard and Forest Park Parkway opened
at 5 p.m. March 18 — 36 hours ahead of schedule — after a closure of more than a week due to the
MetroLink expansion project. During the closure, construction crews (above) removed the temporary bridges south of the intersection, back-filled the hole and completed the pavement. Track construction of the MetroLink line is now 100 percent complete, and crews have strung together more
than 50 percent of the catenary wire — the lines that deliver the power to the trains. And a majority
of the paving on the Parkway is complete; crews are just waiting for warmer temperatures before
finishing the Parkway and other reconstructed roadways with asphalt.

Obituaries

Newman, professor of English, 67
Charles H. Newman, professor
of English in Arts & Sciences,
died Monday, March 13, 2006, at
Barnes-Jewish Hospital after a
lengthy illness. He was 67.
"In mid-career, based on a
prodigious output and seemingly
limitless potential, Charles Newman was widely seen as one of the
most exciting and unusual fiction
writers in America," said David A.
Lawton, Ph.D., professor and
chair of English.
"In recent years, he has contended with courage against much
serious illness. He nevertheless
leaves a great legacy of completed
work, including his Cannonia trilogy that should guarantee his reputation a second major flowering.
He is likely to be remembered,
and read, as a major figure."

Newman earned a bachelor's
degree in American studies honors, summa cum laude, from Yale
University in 1960.
He taught at Northwestern
University from 1964-1975, then
was professor and chair of The
Writing Seminars at Johns Hopkins University from 1975-79.
From 1978-85, took a break
from academia and was owner/
manager of a horse- and dogbreeding farm in Volney, Va.,
while he was working on his
fourth novel, White Jazz, published in 1983.
Newman first came to
WUSTL as the Visiting Hurst
Professor of Creative Writing in
January 1984; in 1985, he was
visiting professor of English; and
in July 1986, he became a full

professor.
His other novels are New Axis
(1966), ThePromisekeeper(\971)
and the three-novella collection
There Must Be More to Love Than
Death (1976).
He also penned the autobiographical A Child's History of
America (1973). A critical work,
The Post-Modern Aura: The Act of
Fiction in an Age of Inflation, was
published in 1985.
Awards and honors he received included Ingram Merrill
and Rockefeller grants for creative
writing, a Guggenheim Fellowship and the Morton Dauwen
Zabel Award for Innovative Writing from the American Academy
and Institute of Arts and Letters.
The body was cremated.
— Andy Clendennen

Miller, professor emeritus in law school; 84
Frank W Miller, S.J.D., the James
Carr Professor Emeritus of
Criminal Jurisprudence, died
Saturday, March 11,2006, after a
long illness. He was 84.
Miller was a member of the
School of Law faculty for more than
40 years. He taught criminal law,
criminal procedure and juvenile
law. A popular
teacher, he received a 1965
Founders Day
faculty award
and the Alumni
Distinguished
Teaching Award
Miller
in 1991, the year
he retired.
"Frank's legacy to the School of
Law is a culture of outstanding
teaching that still holds true today,"
said Daniel L. Keating, J.D., associate dean for academic affairs and
the Tyrrell Williams Professor
of Law.
"Frank set the standard for the
faculty with his commitment to
teaching and, more importantly, to
the students he taught. So many of
our graduates point to Frank's influence as a key factor in their professional success."
In addition to his long teaching
career, Miller served in the Army
during World War II.

The burial was March 15 at
Jefferson Barracks National
Cemetery.
The law school will host a memorial service at 4 p.m. April 20.
in the Bryan Cave Moot Courtroom in Anheuser-Busch Hall. A
reception will follow.
Miller is survived by his wife,
Lucille; two daughters, Deborah
L. Miller of St. Paul, Minn., and

Patricia E. Miller of Austin, Texas;
and a brother, Donald J. Miller of
Southhaven, Miss.
The family has requested that
memorial contributions be sent
to the Missouri Botanical Garden, Development Office, P.O.
Box 299, St. Louis, MO 631660299; to the Washington University School of Law; or to a charity
of the donor's choice.

Agrawal, retired professor of neurology
Harish C. Agrawal, Ph.D., professor of neurology and of pediatrics, died in Miami Feb. 3,2006,
after a long illness. He was 66.
Agrawal was born in India in
1939 and earned a doctorate in
biochemistry from Allahabad
University in 1964.
Prior to arriving at Washington University in 1970, he was a
lecturer at Charing Cross Hospital's Department of Biochemistry
in London.
He was the recipient of the
Research Career Development
Award from the National Institutes of Health (NIH) from 19741979, and was a member of the
Neurology Study Section of NIH.
His research interest was in the
myelination and demyelination of
the central nervous system.

He contributed numerous scientific papers on various aspects
of myelin proteins and their role
in demyelinatory disorders.
He is survived by his wife
Daya, two sons and two grandsons.
— Beth Miller

Calandra, 95, professor
emeritus of physical science
Alexander Calandra, professor
emeritus of physical science in
physics in Arts & Sciences, died
Wednesday, March 8, 2006.
Calandra, who joined WUSTL in
1947 and retired in 1979, was
nationally known for his work in
science education. He was 95.
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Washington People
It's not likely many medical
students can say they learned
music appreciation in a neuropathology class — except
for those in Arie Perry's class.
Perry, M.D., associate professor
of pathology and immunology in
the School of Medicine, takes
songs such as "Give Me One Reason," "Desperado" and "Danny's
Song" and adds new lyrics to explain complicated neurological
disorders such as oligodendroglioma, strokes and pituitary
adenoma.
Students seem to anticipate the
end of the lectures, when Perry
pulls out his guitar and sings one
of his songs on a lecture topic. He
provides the lyrics and mp3 files
to students so they can follow
along.
"It's fun for the students and
fun for the professor as well,"
Perry says. "I enjoy seeing people
perk up, doing something other
than hours of lectures."
The soft-spoken Perry began
writing songs about neuropathology as a resident at the University
of Texas-Southwestern Medical
School, when an attending physician at a conference jokingly challenged the residents to be more
entertaining. Perry took it to heart

Arie Perry, M.D., sings one of the songs he wrote to second-year medical students in neuropathology.
"He has established himself as one of the rising stars in neuropathology," says colleague David H.
Gutmann. "He is recognized internationally as an expert in brain tumors."

The singing neuropathology professor
Arie Perry puts a
new twist on old
songs to help
students learn
about brain
disorders

BY BETH MILLER

and wrote his first song, "Schwannoma," about the peripheral nerve
tumor. By the end of his song,
Perry had attracted two or three
times more people into the room
from those passing by who wanted
to listen.
"Later on, when I began teaching medical students, I found the
songs to be a useful tool for people with better musical memories
than rote memories," Perry says.
"There are a lot of good musicians
in medicine."
When writing songs on neuropathology, Perry works to find
several pieces that might fit the
rhythm of the topic. "It's a challenge to get the longer medical
terms to fit into a preexisting format," he says.
That rings true in the "Pituitary Adenoma" song, sung to the
tune of "Danny's Song," recorded
by Kenny Loggins in the 1970s:
"Patient presents to you with
bitemporal hemianopsia
Prolonged amenorrhea, and
galactorrhea
MR imaging reveals a sellar neoplasm, pushing up the optic chiasm,
From prolactin forming cytoplasm
Pituitary adenoma, with your
disrupted reticulin stroma
You've lost the microacinar pattern of the normal gland
Your cells appear so monomorphic, with nuclei so round and
perfect
And salt and pepper nuclear
chromatin ..."
Perry, who has won several
teaching awards — including the

Arie Perry, daughter, Jaclyn, 10, wife, Zenobia, and son, Ryan, 13,
relax at their Chesterfield home.

distinguished service teaching
award from three classes and the
professor of the year award from
the Class of 2007 — says many of
the songs he uses were popular
before most of his students were
born, which presents more of a
challenge every year as students
get younger. "But I hope that they
enjoy it enough to look up the
original," he says.
Robert E. Schmidt, M.D.,
Ph.D., professor of pathology and
immunology and director of the
division of neuropathology at the
School of Medicine, said he was
surprised at first that Perry's students had taken to the end-of-lecture songs.
However, he was soon convinced by the warm reception of
Perry's songs by normally intensely focused medical students.
One year, students even held up
lighters, a typical rock concert gesture calling for an encore, during
one of Perry's songs, Schmidt said.
Perry's musical background
comes from taking folk guitar lessons while growing up. He also
was the lead singer in a rock band
in high school, in which he sang
songs by The Who, Journey, Rush,
The Beatles and ZZ Top. He also
sang in the school choir and started taking voice lessons at that
time, subsequendy spending more
of his efforts on classical music.
Perry and his wife, Zenobia,
also a musician, sang their vows
to each other at their 1990 wedding, which featured mostiy original music.
These days, Perry also sings
professionally as associate principal tenor for the American Kantorei and its Bach at the Sem series at Concordia Seminary in
Clayton. He also sings solos with
other St. Louis choirs or at weddings occasionally.
"I get more nervous at other
peoples' weddings than I did at
my own," Perry says. ■
Zenobia Perry is the pianist at
a local church and has recorded a
CD of original music.
The musical talent continues
in their daughter, Jaclyn, 10, who
plays piano and participates in
competitions. The Perrys also
have a 13-year-old son, Ryan, who
has autism and a good memory
for lyrics, Perry says.
The Perry family is involved
with the National Alliance for
Autism Research, based in Princeton, N.J. Perry is on its executive

committee for the Autism Tissue
Program, which provides banked
brain tissue from individuals with
autism to researchers worldwide.
Zenobia even wrote a theme song
for one of the organization's
fund-raising walks.
The Jerusalem-born Perry and
his family moved to the United
States when he was 6 years old.
His father, Gabriel Perry, an obstetrician-gynecologist, did a residency at Albert Einstein College
of Medicine at Yeshiva University
in New York. The family moved to
Texas when Perry was 10.
Perry completed his undergraduate work at the University of
Texas in 1986 and medical school
at the University of Texas-Southwestern in 1990. He also did his
residency at UT-Southwestern.
He did fellowships in surgical
pathology and neuropathology
and conducted research at the
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn.,
one of the premier tumor pathology programs nationwide, before
arriving at Washington University
in 1998.
Perry's research focuses on tumors of the brain and central
nervous system, which can be difficult to treat. He is involved in
translational research aimed at
finding new diagnostic, prognostic and predictive biomarkers to
be used in managing brain tumor
patients.
"It's a complicated type of
problem, and there are so many
different types," he says.
Some of his work during his
fellowship at the Mayo Clinic resulted in new grading criteria for
meningiomas, although commonly perceived to be benign overall,
subsets are aggressive and clinically challenging tumors.
Those criteria have been
adopted by the World Health Organization's Tumors of the Nervous System publication, and are
used as a reference for brain tumor diagnostic pathology around
the world.
Perry also is medical director
of the Anatomic Pathology Fluorescence in situ hybridization
(FISH) lab, which is used to identify clinically useful chromosomal
abnormalities in a wide variety
of tumors, most notably gliomas
(a malignant type of primary
brain tumor), breast cancer and
subsets of lymphoma and soft tissue sarcoma.
"As a colleague, Arie is just

what you'd want," Schmidt said.
"He's an expert, who has a lot of
drive and is a perfectionist. He
also has a good sense of humor,
which you have to have in this
field."
David H. Gutmann, M.D.,
Ph.D., the Donald O. Schnuck
Family Professor of Neurology
and professor of pediatrics and of
genetics at the School of Medicine, said Perry is wonderful to
work with and a valuable colleague.
"He has established himself as
one of the rising stars in neuropathology," said Gutmann, who
also is the co-director of neurooncology at the Siteman Cancer
Center and director of the Neurofibromatosis Center at the
School of Medicine. "He is recognized internationally as an expert
in brain tumors."
Gutmann and Perry have col- '
laborated for many years to refine
their ability to genetically characterize brain tumors. Together, they
hope to develop molecular signatures for brain tumors that might
predict their responses to therapy.
In addition to his teaching and
research, Perry provides consults
for difficult surgical cases sent in
from medical facilities, mosdy
throughout the United States and
Canada, but also from other countries.
Schmidt said Perry is one of
the best young tumor neropathologists in the country. "His burgeoning consult service reflects his
growing reputation," Schmidt said.
Although Perry doesn't work
directiy with patients, he will often
take a clinical problem back to the
lab for research.
"It is still rewarding to know
that you are helping the patient in
something that will lead to the
right management of the problem," Perry says.
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